
August 30, 2011

Dear Mt. Si Parents and Guardians,

As your child’s current Language Arts teacher, I would like to briefly introduce myself and my class. This
is my eighth year teaching at Mount Si.  My coming to Mount Si marked my return to teaching after two decades
away from the classroom. My previous teaching experience was at the college level – I was an Assistant Professor
in the English Department at the University of Kentucky throughout the 1970’s, where I instructed undergraduates
in composition and in English, Irish, and American literature. After that time I held a wide variety of jobs from
delivering the mail to graphic design. My undergraduate education was at Princeton University, and I have a
Ph.D. in English from Cornell University in Ithaca, New York.

Teaching at Mt. Si has been both exciting and challenging for me. In the college setting I could expect that
my students had all chosen to be there, and to be frank, it took me a little while to adjust to a situation where
classroom management took almost as much of my attention as instruction. Having made that adjustment, I find
myself genuinely enjoying high school teaching and especially enjoying my very lively students. I look forward
to this year with real pleasure.

I am especially excited about the new class in which your child is enrolled. “Literature and the Arts” is
being offered for the first time as part of an overhaul of our Senior curriculum. Students will study materials in
diverse artistic forms from widely varied cultural contexts. We will visit Elizabethan England, 19th-century
America, and contemporary Iran; and we will explore drama, film, music, and the graphic arts as well as major
works of literature, including Shakespeare’s immortal Hamlet.  My goal, though, is not so much to cover a given
body of knowledge as to help students raise their reading and writing abilities to a new level of maturity, to foster
critical thinking, and to broaden students’ cultural compass. Preparation for college work is a major focus. There
will be regular writing assignments both in and outside of class, ranging from single paragraphs to longer interpretive
essays to a substantial research paper early in second semester.

Please get in touch with me if you have any concerns or questions. I hope to meet you at the school
Open House on Tuesday, September 27. My classroom phone number is (425) 831-8174; before and (especially)
after school are the best times to try. My email address is potratzg@svsd410.org. Grades will be posted online,
and I maintain a class website. You may access the site by clicking on my name in the Staff Directory on the
Mount Si H.S. website, or access it directly at www.room301.org.  One feature of the site which many parents
find helpful is the Daily Log.  Every day after school I post a brief summary of what we did in class that day
and what assignments I made, if any.  Listings stay on the site for a week or so, and they can be a valuable
resource for keeping informed about what your child is (or should be) working on in my class.

Sincerely,

George A. Potratz, Ph.D.

I have read the attached letter and have gone over the course outline with my student, and I
understand the information and policies they contain.

Parent or Guardian signature ___________________________________________________________

Student's name  _______________________________________________________________________

Potratz/MSHS/8/11                                   Date _______________________ 


