Dr. George Potratz
(425) 831-8174

COURSE SYLLABUS

The chief goals of the class areto help you
strengthen your reading, writing, and critical think-
ing skills, and to broaden your cultural awareness.
We will study and write about selected works of
literature, film, music, and the visual arts, and we
will compare how works in varied media approach
similar expressive ends through different artistic
means. The works to be studied come from sources
as varied as Elizabethan England, post-colonial
America, and contemporary Iran. In addition to
writing, reading, listening, and viewing you will
participate in class discussions and presentations
and do substantial research. You will be expected
to work creatively, independently, and responsibly.
There will be four main areas of concentration:
(1) Literary and artistic works. In the fall
semester we will study Shakespeare's Hamlet as
literature, theater, and film, exploring varied
interpretations of this much-interepreted play.
Second semester will focus on African-American
culture. Ralph Ellison's novel Invisible Man will
be the chief literary text, and we will examine both
black American cultural history and African/
European interaction through American popular
music, including gospel music, blues, and jazz.
Another unit will center on Persepolis, Marjean
Satrapi's graphic novel about growing up in
revolutionary and post-revolutionary Iran.

(2) Academic skills, including notetaking,
summarizing, paraphrasing, library research, online
research, and use of dictionaries and thesauruses.
(3) Language study, including history of the
English language, and exercises in vocabulary,
grammar, diction, and style.

Rm. 301, Mount Si H. S.
potratzg@svsd410.org

(4) Writing. There will be numerous short writing
assignments, both in and outside of class. Longer
writing assignments will include a college application
essay, analyses and interpretations of works being
studied, papers involving synthesis of several sources,
and a major research paper second semester on a
topic you will choose (subject to my approval).

R-E-S-P-E-C-T

If we all respect each other’s needs,
we will have a wonderful year
together. If you feel I am not
respecting you, it is your responsi-
bility to make that clear to me.
I will make it clear when I feel you are disrespecting
me or each other -- starting with verbal warnings,
and progressing through such steps as detention,
calls to parents, and referrals to the office.

You will be required to have a school planner
at all times. (It includes MLA bibliography format,
and it serves as your hall pass.) Please acquaint
yourself intimately with all the regulations in the
planner. We will abide by all schoolwide rules.
Please also note the following specific policies:
Grades: Your semester grade is based on total points from
all assignments. All points are equal; categories and quarter
(term) marks do not figure into the final grade.

Grading Scale: 93=A 90=A- 87=B+ 83=B 80=B-77=C+
73=C 70=C- 67=D+ 60=D below 60=F

Homework: There will be a homework assignment every
two or three days, on average. It may be reading, a short
written assignment, or progress on a long-term assignment.
Only work submitted on time will be accepted. The exception
is for major assignments. For those, work that is one day late
will lose one grade on the scale (10%); work two days late
will lose 20%; work not turned in within two days of the due
date will receive a zero. If there are particular circumstances
which are going to prevent your completing work on time,
please come explain them to me in advance of the due date
and we may be able to negotiate a solution.

Extra Credit: Extra credit is just that. If you have turned
in all assignments, you may take advantage of extra-credit
opportunities which I will offer periodically to the entire
class. Do not come to me near the end of the term having
missed multiple assignments and ask for “extra credit.”
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