
year. The two classes will share many themes: we
will examine how such central American values of
equality, freedom, democracy, diversity, individualism,
love of nature, and “the American Dream” are reflected
-- and fought over -- in our country’s literature. In
addition, there will be instruction in the requirements
for writing research papers, especially in citation and
bibliography in MLA format.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T
If we all respect each other’s needs,
we will have a wonderful year
together. If you feel I am not
respecting you, it is your responsi-
bility to make that clear to me.
I will make it clear when I feel you are disrespecting
me or each other, starting with verbal warnings,
and progressing through such steps as detention,
calls to parents, and referrals to the office.

You will be required to have a school planner
at all times. (It includes MLA bibliography format,
and it serves as your hall pass.) Please acquaint
yourself intimately with all the regulations in the
planner. We will abide by all schoolwide rules.
Please also note the following specific policies:
Grades:  Your semester grade is based on total points

from all assignments.  All points are equal; categories and

quarter (term) marks do not figure into the final grade.

Grading Scale: 93=A 90=A- 87=B+ 83=B 80=B-

77=C+ 73=C 70=C- 67=D+ 60=D below 60=F

Homework:  There will be a homework assignment every

two or three days, on average. It may be reading,  a short

written assignment, or progress on a long-term assignment.

  Only work submitted on time will be accepted.  The

exception is for major assignments.  For those, work that is

one day late will lose one grade on the scale (10%); work

two days late will lose 20%; work not turned in within two

days of the due date will receive a zero.  If there are particular

circumstances which are going to prevent your completing

work on time, please come explain them to me in advance

of the due date and we may be able to negotiate a solution.

Extra Credit:   Extra credit is just that.  If you have turned

in all assignments, you may take advantage of extra-credit

opportunities which I will offer periodically to the entire

class.  Do not come to me near the end of the term having

missed multiple assignments and ask for “extra credit.”

American Literature
2010-11

Mr. Potratz
Room 301, Mount Si H. S.
(425) 831-8174  potratzg@svsd410.org

The chief goal of the class is to enable you to
read, write, and think well about literature, in
particular American literature. In addition to reading
and writing, you will participate in class discus-
sions and presentations, and complete research to
accomplish this objective.  You will be expected to
work creatively, independently, and responsibly.

There will be four main areas of concentration:
(1) Literature.  Course readings will include
drama, poetry, autobiography, oratory, fiction and
non-fiction. There will be numerous readings in
the textbook (Elements of Literature); books will
include Frederick Douglass’s Narrative, F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, and The Crucible,
by Arthur Miller. Each semester every student will
also read and discuss in writing at least one
independent, outside book from a supplied list.
(2) Academic skills, including notetaking,
summarizing, paraphrasing, library research, online
research, and use of dictionaries and thesauruses.
(3) Language study, including history of the
English (and American) language, and exercises
in vocabulary, grammar, diction, and style.  One
focus will be preparation for the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT).
(4) Writing.  There will be numerous short writing
assignments, both in and outside of class, and several
longer essays accompanying the major texts. All
major essays will be submitted to turnitin.com.

Most of you will also be taking U.S. History this
- over -



Website:  When you are absent you should consult the

class website for assignments. The address is room301.org

– you may access it directly or link to it through the MSHS

staff directory. It will also be your source for assignment

sheets, handouts, links to other websites, extra credit, etc.

Materials:  Bring your books, your homework, your pen

and pencil, and your binder with a supply of paper.

  I require that you keep all lecture notes and handouts

I distribute throughout the year in order in your binder, so

we may refer to them in class at any time.  These notes and

handouts as well as readings will be the subject of quizzes.

  I find conventional pencil sharpeners distracting, so we

don't have one; You may either trade your dull pencil for a

sharp one or borrow the special, high tech, silent sharpener.

Tardies: You must be in your seat by the time the bell

stops ringing; being late to class without a note from a

staff member is not allowed. I will not deduct points from

your grade for tardies; instead, I will issue one hour of

detention for each two times you are tardy. We will work

from bell to bell; do not start packing up early. I will dismiss

you from class; the bell does not dismiss you.

Absences: It is your responsibility to find out and make

up what you missed.  I will keep a log on the website and

on the table in back of the room which records each day’s

assignments. During or after an absence please consult

the log to see what you have missed before speaking

with me. Excused absences will not count against your

grade if your work is made up on time. Poor attendance

almost always results in poor grades, however. Keep in

mind that you will be missing information and activities

which it is not possible to make up.

Electronic devices:  There will be times when I will let

you listen to ipods while you work. They are to be put away

at all other times.  Cell phones are to be off – not on vibrate

– and put away.  I will confiscate any devices I see.

Keeping aisles clear:  You must keep your backpacks

under your desks, so that the aisles between and behind

desks stay open and I may have access to everyone to assist

them.

Grade checks:  Find your grade online and fill them in

first, then bring them to me to sign.

Work station:  Staplers, tape, kleenex, band-aids and

other supplies can be found in the back of the room.

Lost and Found:  Check the box for missing items.

Hall passes:  Fill out your planner in the space allotted,

keep in mind
1. Do your own work.  All assignments are
to be completed individually unless you are explicitly
instructed otherwise. Plagiarism and other forms of cheating
will not be tolerated.  Don’t be pressured into sharing your
work.  You will be just as guilty as the one who copies it.
2. Stay in your assigned seat unless instructed otherwise.
3. I will dismiss you from class; the bell does not dismiss you.
4. When I ask for hands, that means you are not to shout
out your contribution without being called on.
5. Don't disrupt the class by talking with your friends,
fighting with your enemies, or by derailing the class discussion.
5. Nothing is to be thrown in the classroom.
6. Do not write on or deface the desks or books.
Consequence: Cleaning the desks or paying for damage.
7. Keep your gum in your mouth or dispose of it properly.
8. No food or drink is to be seen except for water bottles.
9. Bring your materials to class.  No trips to your locker.
10. Go to the bathroom and get drinks between classes.
11. If I discipline you for something don’t add noncompliance
to the original offense. For example, if I ask you to surrender
your cell phone, don't make it worse by arguing with me.
12. Assignments are due at the beginning of the assigned
period.  After that, they will be considered late.
13. Use only blue or black ink or a sharp #2 pencil for your
assignments.  Typed work should be done in 12-point Times
Roman or Helvetica (Ariel), and double spaced.
14. Put your name, date, class period and assignment in the
upper left hand corner of all papers as per MLA guidelines.

As outlined in the MSHS Handbook, consequences
for violations of the rules will include detention,
parent contact, and referral to an administrator.

Take this syllabus and the accompanying letter
home and go over it with your parents or
guardians.  Please have them fill out the attached
form and return it within three days.

continued from p.1
ask my permission to leave (silently if possible) and be

off. Limit your trips to the bathroom to emergencies, and,

if possible, pick a good time to go. Leave and re-enter

silently. For anything other than the bathroom or water

I will write you a note.

Trash and Recycling:  Keep them separate.  Empty

bottles go in the recycling; caps go in the trash.  If your

bottle isn’t empty, take it with you.  Leave

nothing behind on your desk or the floor.


